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To:
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Date:

Mark Workman, Provost and VP for Academic Affairs

Neal Coulter, Dean y IA-M

School of Computing

June 16, 2006

The Department of Computer and Information Sciences faculty has voted to change the name of the unit
to School of Computing. Seventeen of the twenty-one CIS faculty members eligible to vote all voted for
the name change. The College faculty members voted 20-0-0 in favor of the change.

The attached memorandum from Dr. Judith L. Solano details the request and rationale. I agree with the
reasons and endorse the request. I am providing an additional discussion of justifications for the change.

Please forward this request to the Faculty Association for its consideration.

Thank you.

cc: Dr. Judith L, Solano

Equal Opportunity /Equal / I rcew /Af f irmative Action Institution



UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA
Department of Computer and Information Sciences

May 16, 2006

MEMORANDUM

To: Neal S. Coulter, Dean
College of Computing, Engineering, and Construction

From: Judith L. Solano, Chair
Department of Computer and Information Sciences

Subject: Unit Name Change

The faculty of the Department of Computer and Information Sciences request that the
unit's designation be changed to the School of Computing.

When the University first opened, computing on this campus could be found in the
Department of Mathematical Sciences. In 1983, the Division of Computer and
Information Sciences was formed. In recognition of the pervasive nature of computing
across the curriculum, this was a stand-alone unit that was not housed within any of the
existing colleges, hi 1988, the unit was renamed the College of Computer and
Information Sciences. In 1993, the College changed its name to include engineering and
computing found itself in a Department of Computer and Information Sciences.

Early students in both the BA and BS programs in the Department of Mathematical
Sciences could choose a mathematics, statistics, or computer science option. When the
Division of Computer and Information Sciences was formed, the BA program was
abandoned, but the curriculum grew to offer BS students a choice from among three
distinct majors - computer science, information systems, and information science, hi
1987, a master's degree in computer science was added. Beginning in the fall of 2006, a
new major in information technology will be offered at the baccalaureate level.

Two of our programs have achieved the distinction of being ABET accredited programs,
hi 1987, the computer science program was one of the first such programs in the State of
Florida to receive professional accreditation. In 2002, the information systems program
was in the inaugural group of nine such programs in the country to be accredited by
ABET.

We seek to change the designation of our unit to the School of Computing in order to
provide more visibility to the range and quality of our programs. Our current designation
does not do justice to the fact that we now offer four distinct undergraduate majors and a
master's degree. We seek to strengthen our position as the source of high quality
computing education in Jacksonville and the northeast Florida region.



This request is for a change in name only and does not involve any change in
administrative structure. The School would remain housed in the College of Computing,
Engineering, and Construction. The current administrative and support personnel
assigned to the unit would continue to provide for its administration. No additional
personnel would be required.

We anticipate that the cost of the change would be minimal. Stationary, business cards,
promotional material, and signage would need to be changed. These costs would be
absorbed within our existing budget.

This proposal was discussed at the February, March, and May meetings of the
Department. Following the May meeting, seventeen of 21 department faculty members
eligible to vote all cast ballots in favor of the proposed name change. This satisfies the
requirement in our Bylaws that such a change be approved by two-thirds of those casting
a vote.

The faculty respectfully request that you forward this to the College faculty for their
approval and then on up the line through the Faculty Association to the Provost,
President, and Board of Trustees. Thank you for your consideration of this request.



Request to Rename UNF's Department of Computer and Information Sciences to
School of Computing

Neal Coulter

Request: The faculty of the College of Computing, Engineering, and Construction
request to change name of the Department of Computer and Information Sciences (CIS)
to the School of Computing.

Rationale: The change in name would give UNF's computing programs more visibility in the
information technology/computer science/ information systems/ software engineering
communities. UNF's CIS Department now has separately accredited degrees in computer science
and in information systems. Beginning in fall 2006, CIS will offer a new degree in information
technology, which is a newly accredited discipline. UNF's new program will be a candidate for
accreditation once it graduates at least one student. CIS also offers a graduate track in software
engineering, which also now is an accredited discipline. UNF is not yet planning a BS degree in
software engineering, but likely will over the next few years.

Names such as computer science, information systems, information technology, and software
engineering are no longer suitable for units as diverse as UNF's CIS Department. The term
"computing" has become a general umbrella name for academic units with several related
programs, much like the term "engineering" serves that collection of disciplines.

Further, the unit's current department designation does not adequately reflect the diversity of its
programs or allow for the certain future reorganization CIS needs to manage its range of
relatively independent sub-disciplines. Other US universities already having schools of
computing (or similar names) within colleges include The University of Utah, Carnegie Mellon
University, Florida International University, and the University of Central Florida. Some US
universities already have established college-level computing units, though that degree of
autonomy is not part of UNF's or CCEC's plans now. Universities with computing colleges
include Georgia Tech (College of Computing), Northeastern University (College of Computer
and Information Science), RIT (College of Computing and Information Sciences), and New
Jersey Institute of Technology (College of Computing Sciences). Others, such as George Mason
University (School of Information Technology and Engineering) use the term school to designate
a unit with several formal departments within it.

If approved, the School of Computing will join UNF's other Schools of Nursing and Engineering
[assuming the School of Engineering recently submitted request is approved by UNF's upper
administration and its Board of Trustees; the UNF faculty Association has approved the request.]

Cost of the Change: The change would be minimal. Stationary, business cards,
promotional material, and signage would need to be changed. These costs would be
absorbed within our existing budget.

Faculty Votes: Seventeen of 21 CIS faculty members eligible to vote all cast ballots in
favor of the proposed name change. CCEC faculty members voted 20-0-0 in favor.
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Office of the President

To: John A. Delaney, President
University of North Florida
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Through: Mark E. Workman, Provost & Vice President
Academic Affairs

f
From: William F. Klostermeyer, President \ ,\dC

UNF Faculty Association

Subject: Approval of Faculty Association Actions

Date: September 11 *, 2006

The attached Agenda Item FA 06-25, Request to Rename UNF's Department of Computer
and Information Sciences to School of Computing, was passed by the Faculty Association at
its meeting on Thursday, September 7, 2006.

It is hereby submitted for approval or disapproval by the University President within ten (10)
working days of receipt of this memorandum.

Signature of the approval section below is sufficient to indicate that the item will be implemented;
a signature in the disapproval section must be accompanied by a statement as to the basis for
disapproval.

Please return this form and the attached item to the Faculty Association office.

Mark E. Workman, Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs

DISAPPROVED

Mark E. Workman, Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs

John A. Delaney/President
University oFNorth Florida

(date)

John A. Delaney, President
University of North Florida

(date) (date)



September 7,2006

Agenda Item # 1 - FA 06-25: Submitted by the Executive Committee

Request to Rename UNF's Department of Computer and Information Sciences
to School of Computing

Request: The faculty of the College of Computing, Engineering, and Construction request to change
name of the Department of Computer and Information Sciences (CIS) to the School of Computing.

Rationale: The change in name would give UNF's computing programs more visibility in the
information technology/computer science/ information systems/ software engineering communities.
UNF's CIS Department now has separately accredited degrees in computer science and in
information systems. Beginning in fall 2006, CIS will offer a new degree in information technology,
which is a newly accredited discipline. UNF's new program will be a candidate for accreditation once
it graduates at least one student. CIS also offers a graduate track in software engineering, which also
now is an accredited discipline. UNF is not yet planning a BS degree in software engineering, but
likely will over the next few years.

Names such as computer science, information systems, information technology, and software
engineering are no longer suitable for units as diverse as UNF's CIS Department. The term
''computing" has become a general umbrella name for academic units with several related programs,
much like the term "engineering" serves that collection of disciplines.

Further, the unit's current department designation does not adequately reflect the diversity of its
programs or allow for the certain future reorganization CIS needs to manage its range of relatively
independent sub-disciplines. Other US universities already having schools of computing (or similar
names) include The University of Utah, Carnegie Mellon University, Florida International University,
and the University of Central Florida. Some US universities already have established college-level
computing units, though that degree of autonomy is not part of UNF's or CCEC's plans now.
Universities with computing colleges include Georgia Tech (College of Computing), Northeastern
University (College of Computer and Information Science), KIT (College of Computing and
Information Sciences), and New Jersey Institute of Technology (College of Computing Sciences).
Others, such as George Mason University (School of Information Technology and Engineering) use
the term school to designate a unit with several formal departments within it.

If approved, the School of Computing will join UNF's other Schools of Nursing and Engineering
[assuming the School of Engineering recently submitted request is approved by UNF's upper
administration and its Board of Trustees; the UNF faculty Association has approved the request.]

Cost of the Change: The change would be minimal. Stationary, business cards, promotional
material, and signage would need to be changed. These costs would be absorbed within our existing
budget.

Faculty Votes: Seventeen of 21 CIS faculty members eligible to vote all cast ballots in favor of the
proposed name change. CCEC faculty members voted 20-0-0 in favor.


